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An Editorial
OR all lovers of the Reformed Faith the
month of August, 1946, will long remain a
pleasant memory and a lasting inspiration.
During that month Grand Rapids, and more
particularly Calvin College and Seminary, witnessed the Third American Calvinistic Conference
and the First Reformed Ecumenical Synod. Last
month we focussed the attention of our readers editorially on the first, this month we would do so on
the second of these two historic gatherings of significance for the progress of the faith which we
love. ·
Since the addresses delivered at the Calvinistic
Conference will appear in book form, there was
no occasion to run any of them in our magazine,
and we have limited our attention in THE CALVIN
FoRuM to a summary of the main addresses incorporated in the rather extensive editorial write-up
of the entire Conference. Of the Ecumenical Synod
we now offer our readers various elements of interest which ought to be snatched from ultimate
oblivion in the Acts. All who love the Reformed
truth should share some of the faitp, the prayer,
the aspiration, the objectives, and the labors of the
group of seventeen delegates who constituted what
will go down in history as the First Reformed Ecumenical Synod. In this issue we share with our
readers the impressive prayer of intercession offered at the service on the eve of this Synod, as also
the words of introduction and welcome spoken at
the official opening of this body, and the Testimony
which this First Ecumenical Synod of Reformed
Churches has sent forth into the world. Next
month we trust we shall be in a position to present
to our readers a report of all the important decisions reached by this historic body. Meanwhile we
take this opportunity to comment editorially on
the new sense of ecumenicity of which this unique
synod is the organized expression.
This Synod represents a new point of view in the
ecumenical movement of our day. In a sense it is
part of the movement sprung from the growth of
the ecumenical consciousness that has increasingly
made its way in the world of late. As an ecumenical synod it desires to be a world synod, just as
every phase of the ecumenical movement is borne
up by the consciousness of a world church with a
world outlook and with sympathies and objectives
that are not restricted to local groups or even national churches.
However, there is a great difference between the
currently popular ecumenical movement in the
churches round about us and this distinctly ReTHE CALVIN FORUM
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formed ecumenical movement. Only in the formal
sense can both be said to be the expression. of the
world consciousness that is growing upon us of
late. In their motivation, their convictions, their
evaluations, and their objectives, the two may be
said to be poles apart.
·
The older ecumenical movement aims at the unification and cooperative activity. of all "Christian"
churches whatever their creed, church government,
liturgy, historical antecedents, arid present l?ractices may be. It is inspired and borne up by doctrinal indiff erentism. It can do nothing else if it
would reach its objective of one world church. The
unity for that proposed ecumenical church is made
to be that of a vague objective of striving for the
betterment of humanity, and in such an objective
the whole movement betrays its typically liberal,
modernist, essentially humanist origin and goal.
Many of its leaders may claim to leave the doctrinal differences aside because no unity can be had
on that basis, and may seek in this way to create
the impression that there is a higher unity in the
midst of all the doctrinal diversity of the historic
Christian Churches of our day-in reality they are
laying the foundation and building the house of
their ecumenical hope upon a thoroughly fallacious
conception of what the essence of the Christian
Faith really is.
Behind the modernist, inclusivist propaganda
for ecumenicity lies the belief that Christianity is
essentially not a matter of believing what God has
done for the redemption of a sin-sick world, but
of what man can do to improve the social conditions
of the h~map race. Augustinianism passes off in
Pelagianism-what is worse, the Christian Gospel
disappears in a humanistic moralism. Those least
interested in the great issues of the Christian faith
which are being attacked or ignored in our day by
the larger denominations are usually the most enthusiastic proponents of the ecumenical ideal. In
fact, there are those who hold that the day would,
and should, come in which not merely all forms of
Christianity, but all forms of religion should join
hands into one great fellowship and brotherhood.
If the standard and criterion for unity and cooperation is to be found not in the supernatural revelation of the living God of the Scriµtures, but in the
aspirations of the human religious consciousness,
it is perfectly consistent to unite liberal as well as
orthodox in one church, but also to unite all religious groups of mankind into one, even those who
have not accepted Christianity in any real sense
of the word.
35

With this kind of ecumenicity the First Reformed
Ecumenical Synod and the movement of which it
is the incipient fruit has nothing in common ... In
fact, it is its sworn enemy. The Reformed Ecumenical movement does not believe in doctrinal indifference. It unfurls the banner of the Reformed
Faith and makes the great verities of that Faith in
their historical significance and in their application
to new conditions of our day its primary object of
study and witness. It believes that the essence of.
the Christian Faith consists not in what man's
moralistic striving brings about, but in what God
has said and done-revealed-for the glory of His
name and the redemption of His people. The Reformed ecumenical consciousness will have nothing
to do with a hazy universal religiosity, so popular
in our day, but it believes in· a clear apprehension
of the revealed Word of God, the only light that
shines into the darkness of our ignorance, error,
and sin. It listens to the majestic voice of God in
Christ, in the Scriptures, and would make its
preaching, its creedal and missionary witness, and
every form of its testimony be the human re-echo
of the voice of God speaking for man's redemption.
With a deep sense of realism in this world of sin,
error, and division, it recognizes that there are
more or less perverted forms of Christianity. Although it seeks to impart this full-orbed, God-centered, Bible-believing, Christ-extolling conception
of the Faith to all other groups, it also recognizes
that de facto there will be the greatest diversity of
creedal interpretation as long as this sinful world
stands. This prompts the Reformed Christian to do
two things. On the one hand, he feels himself spiritually akin to all who love the Lord Jesus Christ,
the Christ of the Scriptures, whatever their other
doctrinal and practical aberrations may be. With
all these Christians he hopes one day to sit at the
supper of the Lamb in glory. On the other hand, he
feels a special kinship and joint duty with those
who profess the Christian Faith in its great historic,
God-centered, Reformed form. That to him is the
clearest, the truest, the most consistent formulation
of the revelation of God in Christ in the Scriptures.
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To hold aloft that testimony is his duty and privilege in this sin-darkened world. Not only the unbelievers, but also the Christian groups caught in
the meshes of error, can be benefitted only by that
testimony.
And here the significance and value of the Reformed ecumenical movement appears. It would
bring ·together all those who love the Reformed
Faith, whatever their historical background, their
geographical location, or national idiosyncrasies
may be. Not necessarily for the purpose of organizing one world church that shall be thus truly Reformed, but rather for the purpose of counseling
and resolving together in matters of faith and practice implicit in the Reformed interpretation of that
truth of God. These Reformed Churches have a
common enemy; they have a common problem; they
have a common task. To unite from time to time in
ecumenical gatherings not only gives expression to
the oneness of the believers throughout the world,
but it also inspires and helps other Reformed groups
in their witness for Christ in the midst of a hostile
world. Contending as these various Reformed
groups do for the faith once delivered, they can encourage and aid one another in all the phases of the
constructive task which as Reformed Churches they
are .called to perform in the midst of the confusion,
error, and .evil of the world of our day.
What the three bodies represented at the Grand
Rapids Synod have as their objective can only be
understood in this light. The group is small and
the bodies represented few. But this is only the beginning. It is hoped that many other Reformed
bodies may join the movement in the future. Those
who participated in the First Reformed Ecumenical
Synod were fully conscious of the difficulties that
must be met and the problems that must be solved.
But they were equally convinced that all the truly
Reformed churches of the world-i.e., those who
are Reformed not only in name but in realitymust stand together for their own sake, for the
sake of the difficult task that calls, and for the honor
C. B.
of our God!
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First Reforrned Ecumenical Synod
Prayer
Offered by the Reverend Idzerd Van Dellen at the Service of Intercession
opening the First Reformed Ecumenical Synod held on the evening of August
13, 1946, at the Fuller Avenue Christian Reformed Church, Grand Rapids,
Michigan.

Heavenly Father, eternal and merciful God: It
has pleased Thee according to Thy infinite wisdom
and lovingkindness to gather a Church unto Thyself out of the peoples of all the earth, and to govern Thy church through the service of men.
Thou hast graciously called to this office of government the brethren, who tomorrow will meet in
Synod.
We thank Thee that finally the day has dawned
that we may assemble from various continents to
consider such matters as will come before this
gathering, and concern the edification and welfare
of Thy churches.
Thou hast heard our prayers and hast by Thy
power removed all obstacles which prevented us
from meeting at an earlier date. Thou" hast delivered the old homeland, which was occupied by the
enemy, and Thou hast liberated Thy Church, which
was robbed of its freedom and was persecuted.
We thank Thee that Thou hast safely guided the
delegates from the Netherlands and from South
Africa on their journey to our country, and to this
city, and that Thou hast brought here the representatives of our Christian Reformed Church.
Almighty God, who rulest the world through
Jesus Christ, Thine only begotten Son, our Lord,
Thou hast been with Thy judgments upon the
earth, and Thy hand is still heavy upon the nations.
Thou hast spoken to us in Thy dealings with the
world and with Thy Church, that we might be tried
like gold in the fire. And people in general have
not listened and did not repent. Even Thy Church
has taken so little notice.
We confess our many sins. They rise up against
us. In so many respects we were conformed to this
world instead of being transformed by the renewing of our mind, that we might prove what is the
good and acceptable and perfect will of God. There
is so little of that holy zeal by which we consecrate
ourselves, body and soul, with all we are and have,
to the service of Him who gave Himself for us that
He might redeem us from all iniquity and purify
unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good
works. We stand guilty in common with our fellow men. This terrible world war, through which
we passed, also testifies against us Thy people. Our
sins are more than the hairs of our head. We can,_
not number them.
Gracious God and Father, have mercy upon us,
and forgive us our many trespasses. Grant us true
THE CALVIN FORUM
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repentance. Look up_on us in Christ Jesus. Cleanse
and sanctify us by His blood and by His Spirit.
And make us more fit for service. Holy Spirit, shed
abroad in our hearts the love of God, so that with
burning hearts we may present our bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God. Make us more
true witnesses of our crucified, risen Redeemer.
And while we confess our sins, we humbly thank
Thee for the many blessings which Thou hast bestowed upon us, and of which we are unworthy.
God of our fathers, Thou hast remembered Thy
covenant for so many generations. It is Thy grace
in Christ Jesus that the marks of the true Church
are still found in our Churches. Thou hast led our
martyr fathers out of the house of bondage, and
Thou hast kept us as children of the Reformation,
as the issue of Calvin in various hemispheres,
through the centuries by the true faith. Thou hast
given to our fathers in the former century the courage of conviction so that they broke with those who
dishonored Thy name and returned to the Old Reformed principles. And Thou hast given great men
of God, who valiantly stood for the faith of the
fathers, and who taught us how to serve Thee in all
spheres of life, and · to glorify Thee of Whom and
through Whom and unto Whom are all things.
Unite us more and more in true faith. Grant that
the unity in doctrine may prove to be unity of
strength, and that this Synod may find ways and
means whereby the Churches represented here, and
other Churches which stand for the truth once for
all delivered unto the saints, may come closer together, and stand shoulder to shoulder fighting the
battles of the Lord, and propagating Thy holy Word.
Grant that this assembly may be instrumental in
bringing our Churches to renewed reformation.
Grant that this Synod may be foundational and
preparatory for an ecumenical Synod in which all
the Churches true to the Reformed faith will be
represented. Endow the brethren to that end with
wisdom and give them hearts full of love, seeking
the glory of Thy name and the true interests of
Thy Church.
Take away whatsoever may hinder in this great
work. Banish from our hearts all selfishness and all
pride.
Lord Jesus, bring all Thy true servants together.
Our hearts bleed when we think of various schisms.
Heal the wounds. Unite that which belongs together and at present is separated.
Be with the governments of the world so that
they may seek the true interests of the nations.
Give peace in our days so that we may lead a quiet
life in all godliness, and that Thy Word may have
free course.
·
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Have mercy on the millions who suffer want. safely over the seas and through the air. It is our
Feed the hungry, and provide for those who lack hope and prayer that you will enjoy your stay
the necessities of life. Comfort those who mourn. among us, and that our gathering together will be
And make Thy people willing to sacrifice for those mutually beneficial.
in need in the name of our merciful Highpriest.
The Lord has graciously given us the desire of
· Bless the various office bearers in our Churches, our hearts that we should have this Synod. While
and cause the ministers of the Word, and the elders our churches have for many years carried on offiand the deacons to be a great blessing for Thy flock. cial correspondence, and we have on several occaRemember our Missions. Be especially with the sions sent delegates to each other's synodical meetorphaned missions in the Netherlands East Indies ings, we have not up to the present met together,
and elsewhere which during the war were sepa- as we do on this occasion. It was often felt, not only
rated from the home churches. Remember the weak here but also in the Netherlands and in South Afand struggling churches on various mission fields. rica, that an even closer contact was highly deBless the training for the ministry and for various sirable, since it might lead to a better understandChristian activities. Bless our Christian schools, ing and appreciation of each other, and since it
and our seminaries, and colleges, and universities. would enable us to discuss common problems toGive us men, men of God, to teach us and our gether, and to work together toward the solution
children and to guide us in the paths of righteous- of difficult problems. Thus our sense of oneness
ness in all walks of life.
would also be expressed, and greater unity might
Bless our Christian press, and all those who are be promoted in our confessional life, and in our
engaged in instructing our people by mouth and Calvinistic action. We see in the present Synod an
pen, and give hunger and thirst for the bread and ·answer to our prayers, and a beginning of the realiwater of life. Nourish our souls so that we may zation of our hopes for the future.
grow in the grace and know ledge of Jesus Christ.
We meet this morning as co-laborers with God
Prepare Thy bride, Lord Jesus, for the wedding
in
the building of His church, and as such we have
feast of the Lamb of God, so that before long she
a
solemn
responsibility. This is all the greater, bemay serve the triune God, Father, Son, and Holy
cause
the
work of this Synod will have a someSpirit, without spot and blemish.
what
determining
influence on our future course.
Destroy the works of the evil one, and give us
We
shall,
however,
have to be mindful of the fact
a great longing for the coming of our King. Teach
that
we
can
lay
no
other
foundation than that which
us to love His appearance more and more. Come,
has
been
laid
by
Christ.
On that foundation we
Lord Jesus, come quickly.
must
build,
and
not
on
any
foundation of human
All this we ask in the name of our Savior, who
philosophy
or
human
science.
That foundation is
taught us to pray, saying:
elect
and
precious,
and
we
may
build on it only
Our Father who art in heaven,
with
gold
and
silver
and
precious
stones. Our
Hallowed be thy name;
grand
ideal
must
be
to
add
nothing
to
the building
Thy kingdom come;
that
is
not
in
harmony
with
the
foundation
laid by
Thy will be done, as in heaven, so on earth.
Christ
Himself,
nothing
that
does
not
promote
the
Give us this day our daily bread;
unity
and
the
beauty
of
the
building.
And forgive us our debts, as we also have forWe are undoubtedly deeply conscious of the fact
given our debtors;
And bring us not into temptation, but deliver us that we are in ourselves quite incapable of performing so great and responsible a task in a manfrom the evil one.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the ner well-pleasing to our God. We may be sure that
if we seek to perform this task in our own strength,
glory, for ever. Amen.
we would utterly fail. "Except the Lord build the
house, they labor in vain that build it." Thanks
be to God that we need not rely on our own
Introductory Remarks and Welcome
strength.
If we are but willing to be mere instruby Professor Louis Berkhof, Chairman, Ecumenical Synod, convened at Grand
Rapids, Michigan, on August 14, 1946.
ments in the hand of our God, and of Jesus Christ,
Esteemed Brethren, Fellow-Officers of the Church our King, and to do His work, our labors will not
be in vain, because Christ will prove sufficient, and
of Jesus Christ:
His
strength will be made perfect in weakness.
E HEARTILY welcome you all this morning, at the first meeting of this EcumeniLet us work in the fear of our God, in the spirit
cal Synod. Particularly do we welcome of Christ, and under the guidance of the Holy Spirit,
the brethren who have come to us from and let it be our constant endeavor to build only
the Netherlands and from South Africa. Brethren, with gold and silver and precious stones. Then the
we rejoice in the fact that you were able to come, structure of God will stand out before us in greater
in spite of the fact that it is not easy to obtain pass- unity and in transcendent beauty, and then we can
age at this time, and that traveling today is often look for the supreme approval of our God upon our
accompanied with many discomforts. We are grate- work, and the Church of Jesus Christ will have
ful that our faithful covenant God has guided you reason to rejoice in the accomplished work.

W
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May the ancient confession of the authority of
Holy
Scripture, as it is found in our Confessions,
Adopted by the First Reformed Ecumenical Synod
furnish the necessary warning and admonition
'HE Reformed Churches of North America, against all such attempts, whether new or old. Our
South Africa, and the Netherlands, now as- Saviour Himself has, in the great temptation at the
.
sembled in a preparatory Ecumenical Syn- beginning of His public ministry, withstood the asod, and fully conscious of their responsibil- saults of Satan three times with an appeal, not to
ity, both with respect to the many-sided interests the great thoughts of His own deep heart, but only
of their own ecclesiastical life, and over against the by appealing to, and using as a shield, a word, a
world round about them, are deeply convinced that written word of His Father. The Church should
the Reformed witness to the truth of God has spe- not be ashamed to follow-though it be only at a
cial significance, especially in the chaotic struggle distance-the footsteps of her Lord along this pa th,
of the spirits in our time. They have this convic- and thus to withstand the great temptation of comtion, not on the basis of a historically determined plete conformation to the world, and to continue
or scientific foundation, but as the assurance of her great task from day to day.
simple faith, the faith which, according to the word
To her regret she will have to do this in the midst
of Scripture, overcometh the world, I John 5: 4. It of a shaken and divided world. But what grieves
is our duty all the more to testify to this simple and her fully as much, is that she will have to pursue
child-like faith in the midst of the world now that her way amid a deeply incisive disunion of the
the world has been shaken to its very foundations, Churches. In this disunity she will have to be on
and there is on every hand a vain search for an im- her guard against the pride which threatens even
movable foundation and an unassailable certainty, the life of the Churches in their confession of the
on which the life of society and of the individual truth; but at the same time she may not hesitate
can rest.
to fulfil her divine calling by confessing the truth
It is precisely in this restless search that the con- clearly and positively, and thus to pray and labor
viction of the Church increases, that she must wit- for the unity of the whole Church under one Shepness, with the boldness of faith, to the fulness of herd.
God's revelation, which has gone forth into the
This unity of the Church, mediated by the truth,
world in Holy Scripture, and which is accepted by she will seek all the more as she remembers the
the Church-be it in weakness and imperfection- word which the Lord voiced in prayer to His father,
as a light unto our path and a lamp unto our feet. "that the world· may believe that Thou hast sent
As it is, the Reformed Churches behold with mis- Me." For though she is separated from the world
givings the growing aversion to this only and un- as a chosen generation, it is precisely this separashakable foundation, an aversion the danger of tion from the world that comprises her calling in
which becomes more clearly evident from day to the world. Only then will she be able to approach
day in the awful consequences which it has for the the world effectively if, with daily submission to
life of nations, families, and individuals.
the rule of her Lord, she herself, in the deep conOne of the most disturbing developments in the viction of faith, give testimony to the holiness of
history of the Church is that the opposition is found God's Word and of His holy commandment. Thereeven in her own bosom. Not only is very sharp fore she observes the develbpment of the life of our
criticism of Holy Scripture voiced from the side age with deep concern. She perceives the root of
of the world and of unbelief; but even from the the crisis, which is gripping all of life and which
side of those who profess the name of Jesus Christ causes the leaders of the nations to pursue their
the authority of Holy Writ is being impaired in an way without the light which alone can guide the
alarming manner, so that man's vision of Him, of nations. She would therefore neglect her calling
Whom the Scriptures testify, is in many ways ob- if, even amid the gloomy development of modern
political life, she failed to lift up her voice in speakscured.
ing the word that was given, not merely for the inFrom various quarters the Word of God is dividual life of the soul, but also, as the rule of life,
being stripped, ever increasingly, of its beneficent for all nations and governments, and for the turvalue, being regarded, wholly or in part, as the bulent whole of human life in all its diff~~~ptia
fruit of human deliberations and thoughts. How- tions, as it is on its way to the great future ctlining
ever much the Church recognizes the wonderful of Jesus Christ.
work of the Holy Spirit in fully employing the life
Mindful of her calling, the Church will never
of men which they received in God's provl.dence, dissipate its energy in the world; but in the comshe nevertheless warns against every attempt ~o munion of the saints, in the service of the Word
obscure this work of the Holy Spirit by conceiving and of prayer, and in the use of the holy sacraof the result, even in the least degree, as a human ments, seek rather to be strengthened from the infallible witness to the divine revelation, since this exhaustible fountain of the Word of salvation, and
constitutes an attack on the glorious work of the thus prove to be a blessing to the world. She will
Spirit of God, and undermines the certainty of a have to live her life consistently and perform her
childlike faith.
task faithfully in the unshakable faith that the wit-

Testimony
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ness of the Church can safeguard her against the
dangers of this time. These dangers are not only
the dangers of bold unbelief, but also, and fully as
much, those of the dimming of our catholic undoubted Christian faith, so that it is at times barely
discernible.
She will also have to be deeply conscious of her
task in connection with the bond of faith between
the old and the young, and the transmission of the
truth from one generation to another. She must be
diligent in promoting the education of the youth of
the Covenant in Christian Schools, established and
controlled by the parents, during that period of
their lives which is decisive for their future years.
Moreover, she must needs pray to the Lord of the
Church, that no rupture may come about to retard
her progress in the world, and that it may be her
privilege to spread abroad the praise of God from
generation to generation.
In her Creed the Church confesses the fulness
of the triune God; and she can view history in no
other way than in the light of Scripture which,
coming from God, sheds a radiant light on creation,
the fall, and redemption. She takes a firm stand in
opposition to those who reject this light more or
less openly. Over against those who do this in connection with the very starting point of Scripture,
namely, the creation of heaven and earth as a sovereign act of God, accomplished once for all, and
who endanger this truth by reducing the creative
act of God to a historical process of growth throughout all ages, or by rendering it altogether uncertain
on the basis of a critical evaluation of Scripture,the Church confesses that, without the Biblical
teaching of creation, all history becomes unintelligible and senseless, and the Biblical doctrines of
the fall and redemption, as confessed by the Church,
are seriously undermined.
The confession of both the divine creation and
the fall of man stands in indissoluble connection
with the blessed expectation which has been opened
up to us by Jesus Christ. And the exhortation of
the Saviour Himself, to search the Scriptures of
both the Old and the New Testament, with a truly
listening ear, may serve to strengthen the Church
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in her conviction that she need not be ashamed of
the guidance of her Lord.
The struggle of the Church goes on through the
course of the centuries. But it also increases in
intensity as the day of the appearance of Jesus·
Christ draws near. The work of God in history
moves forward to its consummation. From the beginning of the saving deeds, called forth by the
fall and misery of man, we behold Him going forth
in the amazing way of His Covenant, and see the
generations incorporated in the Covenant of Grace.
In the light of His revelation we behold Him going
forth for the restoration of our and our children's
life in Jes us Christ, in promise and demand, and
in the fulfilment of the promise by the Holy Spirit.
We behold Him in the maintenance and execution
of His work, without allowing a single one of His
words to fall to the ground; and we behold the history of redemption moving forward, through the
depth of Israel's fall, to His New Testament Church.
The Church is conscious of the fact that she is living
in the last days, and that the Holy Spirit is dwelling
in her. She is conscious of drawing sustenance
from the treasures of the Covenant of Grace-the
same in the old and in the new dispensations-and
knows that now the words of God have been entrusted to her in the midst of the world.
The Church will have to discharge her calling
with fear and trembling, pursuing her course
through the world without any feeling of self-sufficiency. She must be aware of the fact that the expectation of her coming Lord does not relieve her
of her daily calling but is rather precisely the
powerful motive for all her labors in the world.
May she always be filled with longing, with a strong
desire, for the day of Christ, of which our fathers
bore witness in the concluding articles of our Confession; and may she echo their prayer for His
speedy coming. And may she in her expectation of
that coming stand on tlie basis of the word of Scripture: "And we have the word of prophecy made
more sure; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed
as unto a light shining in a dark place, until the
day dawn, and the day-star arise in your hearts."
(II Peter 1: 19.)
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Calvinistic Schools
Excha_nge Greetings
At the opening exercises of Calvin Seminary, held September 4, 1946, greet·
ings were conveyed to the Faculty and the Students of the Institution from
three sister institutions, all of them engaged in the promotion of higher edu·
cation upon the basis of the Reformed Faith. Representatives of these insti•
tutions were present in person, having been delegated by their respective
churches to the Fh·st Reformed Ecumenical Synod, which had just closed its
sessions. The speakers, whose addresses and words of greeting follow, were
Professor G. Ch. Aalders, Th.D., of the Free (Reformed) University of Am·
sterdam; Professor S. DuToit, Ph.D., of the Theological School of the South
African Reformed Church at Potchelstroom; and Professor H. G. Stoker, Ph.D.,
of the Potchefstroom University College for Christian Higher Education.

Prof. G. Ch. Aalders
Mr. Chairman, gentlemen:
CONSIDER it an extraordinary favor to be
present at this opening session, on account of
the occasion that I have been delegated to the
Ecumenical Synod, which has been held in
Grand Rapids. I am privileged to convey to you
the greetings of the Free University of Amsterdam.
This University is based for all its scientific labors
on the Reformed principles; it bows humbly to the
supreme authority of Holy Scripture as the word of
God, and wishes to subject all its educational and
scholarly efforts to this Divine book, which it regards as the absolutely decisive rule for creed and
conduct. Its device therefore is: "Our help is in the
name of the Lord who made heaven and earth." It
says unto God: Thou art God for all our scientific
research.
This University is free, because it is not bound
either to State or church. Only with respect to its
faculty of Theology it is connected by contract with
the Reformed Churches of the Netherlands, and
has given to these churches the right of approval
and control. And as far as the other faculties are
concerned, this University, because its degrees are
recognized by the Government, is subjected to a
State control; which control however merely has
the purpose to see to it, that the instruction given
to the students does not fall below the level of the
State Universities. Without boasting I may say
that there is no danger whatever that our educational standard falls below this level; on the contrary I am proud to state that it generally surpasses
it.
The Free University has four full faculties:
Theology, Law, Literature and Arts, Natural Science and Chemistry. And next to this a baby-faculty of Medicine, with at present only one professor, and a beautiful and well-equipped institute for
psychiatrical research. The number of students
after the liberation has risen to over 900, whereas
the figures before the war generally were from 600
to 650. During the German occupation for a couple
of years the number increased even to over 1,200.

1
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When the State University of Leiden was closed
by the Germans, on account of the protest which
the students made because of the dismissal of a
number of highly respected Jewish professors, a
large number of the Leiden students transferred to
our University, where they were most hospitably
received and enabled to pursue their studies. After
the lib era tion, of course, most of these returned to
Leiden, but as a token of their gratitude they presented a beautiful ancient painting to our University.
The Free University continued its regular course
until April, 1943, when it closed its own doors on
account of an attempt on the part of the Germans
to break the spiritual resistance of the Dutch people, which had its backbone in the University world.
First the Germans made a sudden raid on the classrooms and laboratories to seize the students, in
order to send them to Germany for compulsory
labor. This effort, however, proved not to be very
successful, as the vast majority of the students, not
trusting the Germans, did not appear in the University buildings. Then the Germans, realizing
that a second attempt would be entirely disappointing, started to negotiate with the Dutch department
of public instruction, at the head of which they had
placed a pro-German professor, and a regulation
was made, that all students were allowed to pursue their studies if they only were willing to sign
a declaration of loyalty to the German government.
No student would be permitted to attend any classes
or to take any examination unless he had signed
such a declaration. The vast majority of the students flatly refused to do this, and they "sub..
merged," as we used to say in the Netherlands ("zij
doken onder"), they made themselves out of the
way, they disappeared from the stage. But the Free
University, and likewise the Roman Catholic University of Nijmegen, took this stand, that they
were not willing to accept even such a declaration,
and, if we were not allowed to give classes or examinations, unless the students signed it, we resolved to give no classes at all nor to undertake any
examinations. And so these Universities closed
themselves, until the day of liberation. After that
day the Free University resumed its labors as soon
as possible, and it is now again in full swing.
I must also mention that the stand which our
University took highly favored its reputation among
the Dutch people. In particular I have to call attention to one of our professors of law, who during
the last two years of the war was our "rector mag41

nificus"; in this position he took an excellent and
most prominent part in organizing the entire University resistance, and was extraordinarily hailed
as such by the Dutch Government after the liberation. Alas, this brilliant man, Professor Jacob
Oranje, was removed by a severe illness only a
couple of months after he had handed over his dignity to his successor.
Our University feels itself most closely connected
with Calvin College and Seminary. We stand on
the same basis and have the same purpose and aim.
In particular our Theological faculty in the past has
been most intimately connected with the faculty of
Calvin Seminary. Some of your professors took
their doctor's degree in our University, and quite
a number of Calvin graduates studied a shorter. or
longer time with us. The war has separated us entirely, but now that the war is over and intercourse
is reestablished, we hope to welcome anew many
of your students in our school. We are eagerly looking for a closer cooperation between our faculties,
and we hope that this cooperation may bring forth
considerable fruits for the promotion of Calvinistic
scholarship, and the honor and glory of God, our
Lord. May He bless all your endeavors and ours!
I Thank You!

Prof. S. duToit
To the President and members of the Faculty,
Calvin Seminary,
Esteemed Brethren,
N THE name of my colleagues and the students
of the Theological College of "Die Gereformeerde
Kerk in S. A." I convey the most hearty greetings to our sister institution in America. It
was a great pleasure to make acquaintance with
your faculty members and your seminary. Your
names and your publications are well known to us,
but now we have the opportunity of personal exchange of thought and I feel convinced that our
cooperation will in the future be still closer than
in the past.
Our "Teologiese Skoal" was started as an act
of faith at Burghersdorp, Cape Province, in the
year 1869. The beginnings were very small as also
of the church, but it can be stated with confidence
that this small ins ti tu ti on has been, through the
grace of God, a bulwark of Calvinism, not only in
matters concerning the church, but also in connection with the life of our nation. Our church and
seminary fought a lone battle during scores of
years but now the fruits are reaped and in all fields
we see a revival of Calvinism.
In the year 1905 the School, together with its
"Literarische Department," was moved to Potchefstroom, Transvaal, where it is still situated. The
literary department developed into the Potchefstroom University College for Christian Higher
Education, about which Prof. Stoker will furnish
you more information.

I
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The Seminary started with one (part time) professor and now we have four full time men in cooperation with the University College. The seminary professors are also professors of the College,
where our students have the opportunity of obtaining bachelor's, master's and doctor's degrees in
theology, together with members of other denominations who are registered students of the college
or external students of the University of South
Africa.
Our endeavor is to maintain a high standard of
scientific work while at the same time keeping true
to the Reformed Faith. Our professors usually take
part also in the national and cultural struggle of
our people and we may thankfully say that God
has granted us some eminent men from the very
beginning. I mention the names of Prof. D. Postma,
the founder of our church, who has proclaimed
principles, the realization of which we are begining to perceive today; Prof. J. Lion Cachet, a genius
and a strong personality, whose Jewish parents had
been converted to Christianity through the instrumentality of Da Costa; and, lastly, my own esteemed
father, Dr. J. D. du Toit, of whom Dr. Stoker could
supply more particulars. [Dr. Stoker told the audience that Dr. du Toit is generally acknowledged
as a spiritual leader of his nation, being a poet by
the grace of God, one of the main translators of the
Afrikaans Bible and also responsible for the versification of the psalms in the Afrikaans language.]
At present we have 22 students, while for the
next year another 8 are expected. The course takes
four years, during the first three of which most students also obtain their B.D. degree at the College.
The faculty at the present moment consists of the
following members:
1. Dr. J. D. du Toit (1911)-Dogmatics and
Church Government.
2. Dr. J. P. Jooste-Historical Subjects.
3. Dr. W. J. Snyman-New Testament.
4. The undersigned-Old Testament and Semitic Languages.
·
(The practical subjects are divided amongst the
members of the faculty.)
In the college Prof. J. C. van Rooy also devotes
considerable time to theology and is responsible for
Ethics and Comparative Religion in connection
with the different degrees.
May God bless Calvin Seminary and College and
may professors as well as students experience at
all times and in increasing measure that He is a
very present help in all circumstances, according
to Psalm 46, which I quote in the Afrikaans versification:
"God is 'n toevlug in die nood,
'n Rots wat altijd vas blij staan,
Al dreig die vijand met die dood,
Al storm sij leerbendes aan.
Laat dan maar buig en beef
Al wat ons hier omgeef.
Laat berge uit hul stee
W egwankel in die see,
Ons sal nie beef of rugwaarts gaan."
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Prof. H. G. Stoker
Mr. President, Esteemed Colleagues, Students
and Visitors,
I AM asked to give a few glimpses of our Potchefstroom University College, in order that something may be known of the history, nature and
work of this institution.
The "Gereformeerde Kerk van Suid Afrika" was
founded in 1859, and its "Teologiese Skoal" in
1869 at Burgersdorp. In 1905 this theological seminary was moved to Potchefs~room.
To this seminary was attached a literary faculty
giving preparatory education to students intending
to follow the theological courses at the seminary,
and at the same time preparing students for the
Bachelor's and Master's degrees of the "University
of the Cape of Good Hope." Out of this literary
faculty the "Potchefstroom University College" developed in 1921.
A new law for higher education, passed in 1917,
placed the Synod of our Church practically before
the choice of either (a) allowing the literary faculty
to be incorporated into the University of South
Africa, or (b) letting the neutral universities prepare students (intending to go to the seminary)
for the Bachelor degrees. In 1921 the Synod and
the state came to an agreement that the literary
faculty was to become a constituent university college of the "University of South Africa" on, among
others, the following conditions:
a. that it was to be separated from the theological seminary;
b. that it was allowed to keep its Christian character, its name being later officially changed to
the "Potchefstroom University College for Christian Higher Education";
c. that the government was to nominate 4 of the
13 members of the board of the university college,
the church appointing 5 and guaranteeing a substantial annual contribution to the funds of the college, and the supporters and alumni choosing 3
members, the principal of the college being the
13th member ex officio. This meant that Calvinists
appoint 9 out of the 13 members of the board.
d. that the state would subsidize this institution to a maximum of 4,000 lbs. (16,000 dollars) per
annum. Some years later this "invidious distinction" (as a minister of education called it) was taken
away and the "Potchefstroom University College"
subsidized on the same basis as the other university institutions were subsidized, viz., a subsidy
amounting to about 50% of the disbursements concerned. Our universities are accordingly not stateuniversities, but semi-official state-supported institutions.

*

*

*
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sity, viz., the "University of South Africa," being
constituted by university colleges at Bloemfontein,
Grahamstown, Durban, Pietermaritzburg, Welling,
ton and Potchefstroom. Each of the university colleges concerned has its own board, its own internal
sovereignty, but they collaborate, e.g., in drawing
up regulations, curricula, syllabuses, etc., in cooperative examinations of the students, and in awarding the degrees concerned. The "Potchefstroom
University College for Christian Higher Education" has accordingly all the privileges and rights
of any university institution, is internally independent, has a Calvinistic character and collaborates with the other university colleges together
constituting the "University of South Africa."
From 1921 to 1946 the staff of the Potchefstroom
University College (P.U.C.) increased from about
15 to about 55 members, the students from about
50 to almost 800. Today the P.U.C. has six faculties, viz., the faculties of arts and philosophy, of
science, of theology, of education, of social science
and of commerce; a faculty of law will be added to
these in the near future. The P.U.C. prepares its
students for the various Bachelor, Master, and Doctor degrees and for various diplomas. It has up till
now awarded doctor's degrees to about 10 students
in various faculties.
The P.U.C. has a main building, six laboratory
buildings and five dormitories. It intends to build
four new buildings and to enlarge existing buildings in the near future at a cost of about 90,000 lbs.
(360,000 dollars).
*

*

*
Besides these statistics, which may have been of
interest, the following sidelights may give other
interesting glimpses of our university college.
a. The ideal of the P.U.C. is to promote in its research and teaching a science that acknowledges
the light of the Holy Scriptures as a genuine source
of all scientific investigation in the same sense as
is done by the "Vrije Universiteit" of Amsterdam
and by your Calvin College and Seminary. Although it must be acknowledged that in the case
of many subjects the ways and means of constructing a Christian or a believing science have yet to
be found. I am happy to be able to state that from
1921 to 1946 there has been in this connection a
deliberate and steady progress in the various faculties of the P.U.C., not only in the criticism of unbelieving science, but also in the constructive elabora.tion of a genuine, Christian-scientific foundation
on which investigation and interpretation are based.
b. Between the P.U.C. and the "Teologiese
Skoal" of our "Gereformeerde Kerk" exists a contract, according to which the senate of the seminary as such is officially recognized as the theological faculty of the P.U.C., preparing students for
the Bachelor, Master and Doctor degrees in Divinity, a contract approved of by the government.
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c. Another point of interest is the fact that the
staff of the P.U.C. is not expected to restrict its activities to academic work, but is also allowed to
give Calvinistic leadership to our Afrikaans nation
in all the spheres of life.· You may witness Professors of the P.U.C. as prominent political, cultural,
social, commercial, educational and youth leaders
doing their appreciated part all over the country
in our Afrikaans nation's struggle to maintain its
identity and to ultimately realize its ideal of republican independence.
d. My last remark refers to the future. The
position of the P.U.C. as described above is inherently paradoxical.
First, the government allows the P.U.C. to remain a Christian institution, but the law of university education recognizes only neutral university
institutions. Every attempt to change this law has
up to now failed.
Secondly, the P.U.C. is a Calvinistic university
institution, but it must at the same time collaborate with the other, neutral university colleges constituting together t}le "University of South Africa."
The others do not oppose the Calvinistic development of the P.U.C., but the collaboration is at the
same time a restriction, insofar as the P.U.C. has
to recognize the interests of the others as well, e.g.,
in the drawing up of common regulations, curricula, and so forth.
Thirdly, although the P:U.C. is (as every other
university institution) only subsidized by the state
and not a state institution, and accordingly has a
goodly measure of independence from state interference, and although the government has not yet interfered with the Calvinistic development of the
P.U.C., the possibility of such interference at some
future date cannot be considered excluded.
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The supporters and board of the P.U.C. intend to
remove this paradoxical aspect at the earliest possible date, the ideal being that the P.U.C. shall become a single university, released from the bonds
with the "University of South Africa" and freed
from the university law which recognizes only neutral university institutions. To realize this ideal a
sum of 100,000 lbs. ( 400,000 dollars) is required as
a financial guarantee, and a number of students
officially totalling at least 1,000; furthermore, a
successful political movement for changing the university law is necessary-at least in its application
to our "Free Potchefstroom University." It does
not seem improbable that this ideal will be realized
within the next five years.
In the meantime the P.U.C. realizes its calling,
doing its research work, teaching and publication
according to the motto of its emblem: "In Thy light
we see light"; and it does this to the honor and
glory of God and to the welfare of our nation and
country.

•

•

*

It is my honor, privilege and pleasure to convey
to you the heartfelt greetings from the "Potchefsstroom University College for Christian Higher
Education" and to express in its name the wish
that your seminary may flourish to the glorification
of our triune God, to the welfare of your Christian
Reformed Church and to your increasing Calvinistic influence in the United. States of America. May
the bonds of Calvinistic brotherhood between your
and our institutions be strengthened as times go on,
and may it lead to an increasing collaboration which
will mutually help us to further those scientific
ideals which we are divinely called to realize.
I thank you!
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The Value of Principles
Abram Wamaar
Mayor of Hazerswoude, Netherlands

N Holland the Calvinistic principles have proved
their practical value, not only for the life of
church and state, but also for the social sphere.
When in the latter part of the former century
labor was being organized, our Calvinists soon realized that also social problems could only be solved
satisfactorily on the basis of the principles which
God has revealed to us in His Holy Word, and that
separate Christian organizations would be necessary.
When the war broke out our Christian organizations, all organized in the Christian National Labor
Union, had won their place. They were recognized not only by the government and the employees' organizations, but also by the Roman Catholic
and Neutral (Red) Labor Unions. They had over
100,000 members, and according to Dutch law, had
bargaining power, together with the other unions,
wherever they had their members.
When the Germans occupied Holland, they promised they were not going to change this. Religiously,
politically, and socially we were going to be absolutely free.
That was still the time when the Nazis felt confident they would be able to win over the Dutch people to their Nazi-ideals in a friendly way. But they
could not fool us, and especially they could not
fool the leaders of Christian labor.
Shortly after the occupation the leaders of the
different labor groups were invited to an inspection
tour through Germany. They were shown some
of the largest and best organized German concerns
and were expected to be greatly impressed by all
that had beeh done for the German laborer. And
of course, they had to listen to different speeches
about all the great things that had been accomplished in this respect.
Our Christian labor leaders went along but did
not grow enthusiastic. They recognized the good
things they saw on their trip, but they did not get
the impression that, generally speaking, the German
laborers under the Nazi-regime were better off
than their Dutch fellow-workers.
And they did not hesitate telling this to their
guides.
. Soon the Germans found out that they would
not get anywhere in this way and they changed
their tactics.
They now ordered all labor organizations to be
united in one big organization, the "National Labor
Front." Of course, they intended no harm by doing
this! It had nothing to do with politics! In this respect everybody would be absolutely free. All lead-

I
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ers of the old organizations should remain at their
posts. Their positions even would be improved!
The only idea was to do more effective work for the
benefit of the Dutch working-man. But, and this
was a very important "but/' the leadership of this
great organization was in the hands of the Nazis.
One of their satellites was placed at the head of the
whole thing.
Of course, our Christian people and their leaders
were not fooled by this clumsy move. They flatly
refused. I do not think there was one of our Christian labor leaders who hesitated. And the Roman
Catholic leaders took the same stand. Among the
leaders of the so-called neutral organizations there
was at first some hesitation. Some of them went
along for a while. They had always been in favor
of the one organization idea, and this probably was
the reason that not all of them refused as flatly as
the Christian leaders did.
But I am glad to say that most of them backed
out as soon as they got a clearer idea of what the
Nazis really meant.
The "National Labor Front" was not much of a
success. In fact, it was a joke. Its membership
never amounted to anything, notwithstanding all
the promises the Nazis made, notwithstanding all
the pressure they exercised. The principal thing it
accomplished was spending quite a few millions,
mostly for the benefit of its bosses. Nazi-satellites
held very attractive positions. For the time being,
at least.
In the meantime the old organizations remained
intact. Especially our Christian Associations. A
great many leaders of all organizations were thrown
in prinson and camps. Others had to "dive under."
But "underground" the work was carried on. A
great many of the members continued paying their
dues in order to keep their leaders and their families alive. They were all ready to resume their task,
as soon as the oppressors would be forced to leave
our beloved country.

*

*
*

But this was not all they did. Our Christian leaders felt all the time that it would not be possible
at the day of our liberation to pick up the thread of
social life where it broke off in May, 1940. Five
years of war like the one we had to go through
would mean a change. The world is not standing
still, but progresses all the time.
And so, already dll:ring the hard years of occupation the leaders thought and talked of the future.
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This was done even in the German internment and
concentration camps not only by the labor leaders but also by the leaders of our industrial and
economic life.
I am glad to say that all these leaders had one
common ideal. All realized that after the war the
fatherland would be in a very deep hole. Strikes
are a very doubtful weapon under any circumstances. In the past it sometimes was impossible
to solve a problem without a strike. But everybody
felt that after the war strikes would be one thing
that Holland absolutely could not afford. Cooperation between employers and employees would be
needed more than at any time in its history.
The results of these talks were very gratifying.
After the liberation, the "Foundation of Labor" for
commerce and industry, and the "Foundation of
Agriculture" for all business connected with agriculture were organized. In these institutions the
three Central employers' organizations and the
three Central labor unions cooperate very happily.
And these combined organizations again cooperate
with the government.
Here the individual labor organizations can receive all information and cooperation they want.
General conditions are studied and discussed. Collective contracts are drawn. Difficulties are ironed
out as far as possible. And if it proves to be impossible to reach an agreement, all parties concerned have agreed to accept the decision of the
government arbitrator.
So far everything is working fine. Of course these
institutions are only just beginning. Everything
still has to grow.
The ideal is that they will be an advisory body,
that will advise the government in connection with
all social and economic legislation, and that these
institutions themselves in time to come will be
authorized to pass different social laws.
It is regrettable that already a few weeks after
the liberation we found out that not everybody is
willing to accept this way of solving our post-war
problems and of building up oui- economic and social life.
In Holland, as everywhere in this post-war world,
we are having our communists, with their big Russian brother behind the screen. They do not want
peace but war, not cooperation but strikes. They
started a new labor organization: the "Unity Labor
Movement." And six weeks after the liberation,
six weeks after we were starving, these fools already refused to unload the ships that were carryihg the so badly needed food to Holland. Since
then they have been trying to organize strikes wherever they had a chance. In the big cities like Amsterdam and Rotterdam where communists are
strong the new organization won quite some members.
But I am glad to say that so far their strikes, although they have caused quite some trouble and
inconvenience to our people, never have brought
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them any successes. And we hope that the common
sense of the great majority of the Dutch people
will prevent these agitators getting too much power.

*

*

*

Notwithstanding these difficulties and disappointments our Dutch C.L.A. will, by the grace of God,
keep up its good fight for sound Christian social
principles. Some of its leaders have drawn up a
very fine outline for the future social-economic organization of Holland. These plans have already
drawn a wide interest, also from people who do not
belong to their organization.
Undoubtedly the fight will be hard.
The Preacher in our old Bible has always taught
us that "there is no new thing under the sun."
When our Dutch C.L.A. was started, there were
a great many people who claimed that Christian
principles had nothing to do with the solution of
social problems.
And those doctrines are preached with renewed
vigor in Holland today, for the political field as well
as for the social sphere.
These people proclaim that in the past Humanism and Christianity have been the two sources that
have fed the Dutch people spiritually. They state
that these sources are of equal value, that both of
them are needed for the future, and that there is
no need for separate Christian organizations.
We maintain that Humanism and Christianity
cannot be considered to be of equal value. And
that in the past, before the war as well as during
that terrible time, our Christian principles have
shown their extreme importance. We firmly believe that also in this post-war world they are the
only sound and safe foundation to build on.
Take the greatest problem of "authority" and
"liberty." And the right harmony between the two.
Wherever and whenever it was tried to solve this
problem, by human knowledge, or reason, or common sense, man always failed.
World history is very tragical in this respect.
At the time of the French Revolution people danced
around their "trees of liberty" and sang their songs
of freedom, equality, and brotherhood.
But this kind of freedom that human beings take
into their own hands, without listening to the Word
of God, always leads to chaos. And chaos always
calls for a "strong man." As a result of the freedom
of the French Revolution, Napoleon appeared, and
he again served as a model for the dictators of the
twentieth century.
And did we not see, in our times, history repeat
itself in Russia, in Germany, in Italy?
The only safe and sound solution of this problem
is found in Romans XIII. When a people sees its
government, its "higher powers," as "Minister of
God" it will be ready to respect and obey. And
any government that knows itself to be "Minister
of God" knows that its authority never can be absolute and that its might and power never may be
THE CALVIN FORUM

* * *

OCTOBER, 1946

totalitarian. It knows that it itself is responsible
for all its acts to the highest, to the only absolute
authority. And that it therefore always will have
to respect the rights and liberties that God Himself
has granted to individuals, to families, to the different spheres of life.
Also our social difficulties cannot be solved without the light of the Word of God.
Our ideal is not a war between Capital and Labor,
between employers and employees, but cooperation.
Everybody, also the workingman, is entitled to
fight for his rights, if this is necessary.
But the danger is always near that this fight for
rights degenerates into a fight for might, for more
power, and this is wrong.
We do not want a dictatorship of capital. We
have had too much of that in the past. It is against
our principles, and we still bless the day that the
workingman began to see the need of organization
in order to defend his rights. But we are as strongly opposed to a dictatorship of the "proletariat,'' of
organized labor, and whenever and wherever that
might be necessary, we shall fight that too.
Amidst all the unrest and all the strife of this
post-war world our old Bible will be our only safe
guide.

*

*

*

It is extremely tragical that already now, even
before peace has been concluded, there is such

common reference to "the next war." And everybody is convinced this will be a war between Communism and the rest of the world. The great question is: if that terrible time comes, will America
fight for Christian principles? This country has
been greatly blessed in many respects. It has a
great and strong Christian tradition. And even
Christian traditions are of great value in the life of
a people. But tradition alone is not sufficient. If the
root dies, tradition is bound to die some time.
It is your task and duty, by the grace of God, to
keep the roots alive! Preach your principles, and
live up to them! Always keep up the spiritual fight
with the Sword of the Word!
I should not wonder if you become discouraged at
times. The fight will be hard, and your number is
only small. Circumstances often seem to be against
you, especially as members of the C.L.A. But your
principles are strong. And nobody knows what
opportunities God will yet open up for you in this
splendid country. We in Holland, and you over
here, have only one common duty, be true to the
principles He gave us. They have proved their
value in the past, and will do so in the future. And
under all circumstances we may be of good cheer.
Christ has risen, and will come again. And so
the victory will be ours. As Paul wrote to the Corinthians: "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye
steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, forasmuch as you know that your
labor is not in vain in the Lord."

Directed Education*
Henry Schultze
President of Calvin College

I 'frMOTHY 6 :20-"0 Timothy, keep that
which is committed to thy trust, avoiding
profane and vain babblings and oppositions of science falsely so called."

[MOTHY was a young Christian student
such as you will find in every community
where Christianity is cherished. We have
at Calvin hundreds of young people who
are his brothers and sisters in more ways than one.
He was a likeable young man, whom Paul loved
to have with him in spite of his many deficiencies.
He was devoted and loyal. He was lively and unpredictable. He brought light into an environment
where everything seemed gloomy. Paul longed for
his fellowship within the dark walls of the prison.
He would enter into any assignment with enthusiasm, but it was not always certain that he would
carry it through wisely. That is the reason why
Paul was always just a little worried about him
when he was "on his own." He sent letters to him
with all sorts of warnings and instructions, knowing that this likeable and lively young man could
THE CALVIN FORUM
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be easily led astray and could make many an unwise move. He would have been a typical Calvin
student who has a way of winning the hearts of his
teachers and of making us all look up when the
going seems hard and unpromising.
Timothy had his physical difficulties and this created some concern for Paul. He did not eat and
drink just right, and had some stomach trouble. 1
There were other infirmities that crippled his efficiency constantly. The matter of his health was
important, but he was typically not too much concerned about it. That is just like a student. He or
she is not too much concerned about a proper diet.
A bag of salted peanuts, a "coke,'' a lettuce leaf and
an olive, or some other equally ridiculous combination seems to suffice, depending upon the weight of
the person concerned and the measure of deflation
of his or her allowance. So, with the backing of St.
* Presidential address delivered at the opening exercises of
Calvin College, September 12, 1946.
1 I Tim. 5 :23.
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Paul, I am asking you to see to it that you eat properly balanced meals "for the stomach's sake."
Paul was also interested in getting Timothy to
take sufficient, but not too much exercise. There
are usually two types of students in this field; namely, those who exercise too much, and those who exercise too little. It is quite possible that Timothy,
in spite of his often infirmities, believed in plenty
of it. At any rate, Paul warned him that bodily exercise profiteth little. 2 That is to say, it is a good
thing to exercise but should not be overdone. We
have young men and women who are proud of their
brawn. Now, Calvin's idea is that bodily exercise
profiteth a little. It has its value and must not be
overlooked, but on the other hand it should not be
first, for beyond that is godliness which is profitable
unto all things.
And while I am on this subject I must mention
also the necessity of keeping regular hours. Get all
the rest and sleep that you need. The rule of being
in at eleven and abed shortly after that is nothing
less than physical requirement. Observe that rule,
not only because it is a general college requirement,
but for the sake of your bodies, of your education,
and of your efficiency when you enter upon life's
task for God's sake.
However, all these remarks are but secondary to
the purpose that I have in mind this morning. When
I read the two epistles of Paul to Timothy, I am
struck with what I would like to call Directed Education, which was the crying need in the age in
which Timothy lived and which is no less a need
in the world of today.
Paul was always telling Timothy how to think,
speak and act. And what Paul told Timothy under
the direction of the Holy Spirit was determined,
among others, by three important considerations.

The Educand As a
Determining Factor
The first consideration was Timothy's own propensities and weaknesses. The instructions Paul
gave to Timothy were given because Timothy
needed just such instructions. The great apostle
would never have written and exhorted his spiritual son "not to rebuke an elder" 3 unless there was
some danger of doing so. Timothy in his youthful
exuberance did not always use the wisest and most
tactful methods of response. He may at times have
felt superior to others older and wiser than he and
have taken it upon himself to rebuke them. He was
just like many students of today who feel that they
should "show up" their professors. Usually it is a
matter of youthful "cockiness" and of adolescent
ignorance. Now, the fact is that the professors may
be wrong at times, and there are none, I am sure,
who would not be grateful at being corrected, but
then, using the words of the apostle, "entreat him
as a father."
2 I Tim. 4:8.
s I Tim. 5:1.
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Then, too, judging from Paul's directed education, Timothy with youthful enthusiasm was interested in or in danger of becoming interested in all
sorts of fables, endless genealogies, profane and
vain babblings and contradictions of science, falsely so called. Timothy was not immune to his environment. His curiosity, so characteristic of youth,
may have had much to do with this manifestation.
The tendency toward undirected study on the part
of the students today is nothing short of amazing.
The literature, falsely so called, that the average
student reads is stupendous. The magazines, the
books, and the radio programs which belong to the
same general category of unassigned reading that
students frequently indulge in, can, with a great
deal of justification, be labelled profane and vain
babblings and contradictions of science falsely so
called. These tendencies are there. The readings
that are carefully selected by the professors and
assigned are the ones so easily cast to one side. The
reports on reading are not always as honest as they
might be. Students want undirected reading, which
is undirected education. But that has been the bane
of modern education, and of ancient education too,
by the way. And so it is entirely appropriate, with
a view to the students' tendencies as evidenced by
the magazines and books on their stands and racks
and by the questions they discuss, to say with St.
Paul, "Avoid profane and vain babblings and the
contradictions of science falsely so called."

The Environment As An
Educational Factor
A second reason why Paul found it necessary to
give Timothy directed education is to be found in
the environment in which he lived. Everybody is
affected by his environment. That is due to the
creative ordinances of God. There would be no
learning without it. Children get their first and
most important lessons from the home environment. That is the reason why the great educator,
Froebel, declared that "the child's first school is
the family." But the environment has been sadly
polluted. There are things that we should learn
from the environment by negative reaction. Choices
must be made. It is real education to reject as well
as to accept. You learn by discrimination. Timothy
lived in a world of many and various conflicting
ideas. There were the extremes of Stoicism and
Epicureanism. There were idealism and materialism. There were all sorts of mixed philosophies.
There were theologies almost, if not entirely, as
numerous and varied as today. Timothy lived in
the midst of them. He had to learn to adjust himself to them. Hence Paul directed Timothy to be
critical of the many vagaries born out of the human
mind, and to cling to the lessons he had learned
from Lois and Eunice, his grandmother and mother
respectively.
It has always been the genius of the men and
women of Reformed faith to bear in mind that enTHE CALVIN FORUM
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vironment makes up an important part of one's
educational influence. The Heidelberg catechism is
a striking ·illustration of just such an educational
policy. It was composed in an environment where
the people of Reformed persuasion were in danger
of the deviating influences of the Lutheran and
Roman Catholic faiths. In fact, this characteristic
is so pronounced that many Reformed leaders have
felt the necessity of a revision of the Heidelberg
Catechism in order that it might be more up to date
and meet the dangers to which our people are exposed today, such as modernism, liberalism, humanism and so on. That is the reason why you will be
urged to read critically. That is the reason why
instruction will often have the negative emphasis
which often seems to some of you as being obnoxious, bigoted and prejudicial. There will even be
an intolerance over against error, because error
leads away from God and away from the objective
of training you to be a child of God, perfect, and
thoroughly furnished unto all good works. The
same thing is true of the rules and regulations of
the college. They are few and carefully selected
with a view to your training. They are calculated
to lead you away from the things that are profane,
vain, worldly, and that would lead you into an environment that cannot but drag you down and away
from that which has been committed to your trust.
It is a part of the program of directed education.
If you do not want to be directed, then, of course,
you should not march under the banner which we
hold aloft.

The Great Objective
of Education
There is still a third thing, it seems to me, that
motivated the directed instructions that Paul left
with Timothy, and that is the great objective of
Christian living. In fact, this was the determinative factor. It is put in various forms. Sometimes
it is to make out of Timothy a man of God, perfect
and thoroughly furnished unto every good work.
At other times he declares that Timothy must keep
that which is committed to his trust. Again, he
says, "Take heed unto thyself, and to thy doctrine;
continue in them." Then, too, he asks that Timothy
continue to meditate upon these things and to pray;
in general, to live fully the Christian life. That is
to say, Paul's instruction sought to prepare Timothy for a fruitful and godly career. He would have
Timothy grow in grace, in truth, and in spirit. I
know of no better way of stating the great objective of Calvin College. What your precise place in
life may be is not known in advance. But if it be
not a Christian place, it will be a great disappointment to your Alma Mater. You may become a doctor. Very well, that is a noble profession. But you
do not need to come to Calvin for that. What Calvin is interested in is that you become a Christian
doctor. You may become a lawyer, a teacher, a
businessman, a builder of a home, an engineer.
THE CALVIN ImRUl\1
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Even the ungodly can do that. That is the proposition that Jesus brought before his disciples, when
he said, "What reward have you? What do ye more
than others? Do not even the publicans the same ?" 4
Our objective is to train young men and women
to function as children of God no matter in what
legitimate vocation of life they may be interested.
That, of course, is a tremendously difficult task and
cannot be taken care of properly without a program
of directed education. Calvin would not be answering to her high calling if her teachers would declare in effect, "We don't care how you think about
those things. Do as you please. Think as you please.
You are, after all, making your own bed, and you
will have to lie in it." Paul never said anything
like that to Timothy, and Calvin herself would be
woefully derelict in her obligation to her God, her
constituency and to her student body if she would
ever assume any such educational policy. We are
desperately interested in the forms of your recreation, your reading, and all of your activities, because of the high objectives which we must strive
for in order to meet the obligations that are so obviously and so definitely ours. That is to say, at
Calvin you will be subjected very definitely, we
trust, to a directed education. We want you to keep
that which has been committed to your trust, and
to avoid profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so called.
This directed education will be determined therefore by your own reactions to the complex world
in which you find yourselves and by the high objective which you strive to attain.
.
How will such directed education differ from the
educational world in which you find yourselves?
It will differ in about the same way that Timothy's
educational world differed from the education that
he received from Paul and his educators.

Confusion Characteristic of
the Educational World
In the first place, the educational world is characterized by an alarming confusion. Nobody knows
what to teach, how to teach, whom to teach, or why
to teach. The results have beeri practically no education at all. This has been laid at the door of John
Dewey by many of the outstanding educators of our
country. 5 Mortimer J. Adler calls him Public
Enemy Number One. Walter Lippmann claims that
the education which Dewey has fathered will destroy western civilization. Mark Van Doren claims
that because of the Dewey educational policies
American children cannot even speak their own
language properly. Whether the proposed remedies
offered by these critics will be effective or not can
be seriously questioned. Adler finds educational
salvation in the reading of a hundred or more translated classics. Lippman feels that the situation will
Matt. 5:46b.
"The Coming Showdown in the Schools," by H. D. Gideonse
in The Saturday Review of Ifiterature of February 5, 1945.
4

5
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improve considerably by the transmission from
.generation to generation of the religious and classical culture of the western world. Mark Van Doren
thinks that it will help a lot if we discard the elective system and, quoting him: "The whole of it
[education] will be prescribed, and prescribed for
everybody." There you are. They have detected a
festering sore spot on the educational body of the
world and" hope that "happy days will be here
again" after adding a few drops of liquid. That has
been tried but has failed to bring about the desired
results.
Even Dewey himself, when he was eighty-five,
wrote in unmistakable language that-and I am
quoting: "We agree that we are uncertain as to
where we are going and where we want to go, and
why we are doing what we are doing." 6 He has
diagnosed the situation correctly, but he failed to
see that such was the situation after more than a
generation of Deweyism. The success of his philosophy was due, I think, more than many are willing
to grant, to the fact that he had caught the genius
of the American people, and articulated it. We
had the philosophy that would take the good out
of everything and consequently developed a meaningless mass of poorly coordinated ideas. We, as
Americans, have the let's-try-it-out philosophy. If
it does not work, very well, we'll try something
else. But all such approaches are exceedingly dangerous in the field of education, because education
is a one-way road. If cardinal mistakes have been
made in Johnny's education you cannot go back
and correct them. In the attempts to justify the
teaching educators constantly shifted the purpose
of their courses. If the youth is not able to use correct English, they simply insist that that was not
the object of teaching English. And they were always successful in their teaching of English by
simply shifting the purpose of it. Edgar W. Knight
discovered that there were more than 1,500 social
aims in teaching English. An English teacher could
hardly miss achieving at least one of these aims.
Knight found that there were three hundred aims
for teaching arithmetic in the first six grades, and
perhaps three thousand by the time the college professors had their fling at it. There were more than
800 aims in the teaching of social studies. 7 Dewey
has been an agent in creating a confusion in education such as the confusion in Asia Minor in the days
of Timothy.
In directed education we must endeavor to get
away from this conclusion by insisting upon something definite. The aims must be definite, both on
the part of the students and the teachers. Teaching
in the various branches of knowledge is not primarily. an experiment. Students are not guinea pigs
upon which any old or new educational ideal can
be tested out. If it is .an education that you wantand you will surely want that if you go to college6
7
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Challenge to Libeml Thought (1944), p. 155.
Progress and Educational Perspective (1942), p. 126.

be definite about attaining it. Mr. Post of the Grand
Rapids Christian High School is not so sure that
all the young people go to high school and college
primarily for an education. He informs me that
some girls go to college to be "went with" and others
to receive an education. Both of these possibly
could be combined, but the primacy of the educational ideal is the only one that justifies anyone's
presence at college. A student should not shop
around to see what courses may be easiest, in what
courses he can associate with his chums, and which
professors may be the most congenial and the least
strict, and in which courses he can get by with the
least amount of effort. He should establish definite
aims if he has not already done so, adopt correct
methods of study, and then work, in the fullest
realization that the value of a course may be measured by the price, in terms of study, that he is willing to pay for it.
There was not the slightest indefiniteness in the
instructions that Timothy received from St. Paul.
The instructions were not easy. They were very
strict because there was a definite and high objective. He must hold fast the instruction entrusted
to him and not permit the empty and profane philosophy of the world to entice him away for experimentation purposes.

Lack of Standards
of Achievement
If Deweyism with its naturalism, pragmatism and
experimentalism has made blind men to grope about
in a dark cave for something that is not there, and
has taken away the steadying influences of a clearly
defined objective from educators, then Kilpatrickism has made for rank individualism and relativism
in education. He and his adherents spoke about an
emerging curriculum, child-purposing, individual
needs and interests, and they abhorred what they
called a set-out-to-be learned lesson and hence of
race-tested experience. Every town and hamlet
has consequently set out to arrange its own streamlined curricula in accordance with the latest recipes.
It is not at all surprising that at a curricula laboratory in a teachers' college they had listed some time
ago 85,000 courses. 8 Courses were designed to meet
the pecularities of the individual. That is perhaps
bad enough, but it is worse to try to meet the individual's peculiar desires. In fact, you could get
credit for anything from tap-dancing to manicuring
a horse's hoof, from methods of eating to methods
of romancing. This has been called by Lippmann
a complete fragmentation of American culture.9
How dare he call all that "American culturet? If
there is any doubt about this approach on the. part
of Kilpatrick, let me quote him, "There should be
no separate subjects to learn; people don't live that
8 ·"Redirection of Education," by William Betz, in Chi.Zstian
Education, .June 1945, p. 253.
.
9 "Education vs. Western Civilization" in The American
Scholar, Vol. 10, No. 2.

THE CALVIN FORUM

* * * OCTOBER, 1946

way. There should be few, if any, separate assignments to learn; people don't live that way. There
should be no fixed-in-advance curriculum; life does
not so come." 10
This rank individualism was not found at all in
Paul's instruction to Timothy. He insisted that
Timothy become Christ-like and not conformed to
the world. There was in his estimation a definite
plan of education, with a definite objective, and the
course was not a "snap." He insisted upon a great
standard of achievement. But no such demands
have been made under the Kilpatrick system.
Hutchins was right when he declared that a student
could get an A.B. degree from a reputable college
without getting an education. And again he may
be right when he declares that what the average
student learns in four years of college can be conveniently garnered in two years. We must set a
standard of achievement. There must be in the
average college a real place for an "F" or a flunk.
The student must be able to understand his language and to be able to make ordinary computations with skill and promptness. He must be able
to share his blessings with others and to make such
adjustments as will make such sharing possible.
All this calls for standards of achievement. Perfection cannot be attained, but a sincere struggle
toward it is the least that any college can ask of its
students. Calvin requires of its students the sincerest efforts towards certain standards of perfection, even as Paul did of Timothy.

A Mechanistic,
Materialistic World
There is still one more characteristic of the educational age in which we live and that is its materialism. It is an age in which pseudo-science has reduced everything to a sort of mechanistic world.
I believe some scholars call this functionalism. The
ideals of education do not rise high above making
an individual a practical technician, or a mechanical robot. There is no room for the free spirit in
man. We go to the laboratory, where the monkeys
and rats are encaged, and have them reveal to us
the "real" laws of learning. The concepts of soul,
mind, and consciousness are unnecessary and therefore useless impediments.
10

Bulletin, Association of American Colleges, March, 1943,

p. 371.

By means of a set of mechanical tests we determine the "I.Q." of an individual, and it does not
bother us at all that frequently a person with a low
I.Q. outshines the ones with a high I.Q. Those are
merely exceptions, it is explained. Far be it from
me to speak disparagingly of all these mechanical
tests, but I do not want any student to be too much
discouraged when he finds that his tests are low,
nor any student to feel "cocky" because his were
high. There are altogether too many factors that
such tests do not register and which play a mighty
important role in one's academic achievement. l
cannot conceive of Paul's trying to determine the
I.Q. of Timothy. I think Paul would say it is not
very important anyway.
Paul would insist, as he did, upon the primacy
of the spiritual values. Those are the things to be
held in trust. The value of a student cannot be
measured by his I.Q. but it can be measured by
his devotion to the things that count most in life.
Everywhere men who have had their eyes opened
are looking for some unifying principle, some elevating philosophy. They have seen something of
the power of the materialistic philosophy. It makes
for international disturbances, and we have a global war. It makes for social and labor maladjustments, and we get the phenomenon of innocent
people suffering from the want of food in a world
of plenty. It makes for a split and sinful personality, and we have Christians trying to serve both
God and mammon and almost always yielding to
mammon.
Christian idealism 1s first, declares Paul to his
spiritual son. Christian idealism ]s first-that is
enscribed on Calvin's educational banner. It is not
a popular position. That is the reason why the
fields of Christian teaching and the Christian ministry go begging for recruits. It is a policy toward
which the hearts of men do not smile. But it is a
policy that squares with the truth as revealed in
Paul's educational philosophy. It is a part of the
struggle of the Christian body in a world of darkness, confusion and wrong. Someone once said,
"History's pages but record one death grapple twixt old systems and the Word.
Truth forever on the scaffold, Wrong forever on the throne.
Yet that scaffold sways the future, and behind the dim unknown
Standeth God within the shadow keeping watch above His
own."
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~The Voice of our Readers~
ON THE WESTMINSTER ASSEMBLY
Clay Center, Kansas.
July 8, 1946.
Dr. Clarence Bouma, Editor-in-Chief,
THE CALVIN FORUM,
Calvin College and Seminary,
Grand Rapids 6, Michigan.
Dear Dr. Bouma:
A Y I venture to point out two or three errors in the
article entitled "The Westminster Assembly" which
appeared in the June-July number of THE CALVIN
FORUM?
The correct title of Samuel Rutherford's book, referred to in
the article, is Due Right of Presbytery, not "Due Right of Presbyteries". The term "Presbytery" here designates not an ecclesiastical judicatory, but a system of church government, just
as the terms "Episcopacy" and "Independency" designate systems of church government.
Among the Independents who were members of the Westminster Assembly the article lists a certain "Henry". This
should be "Sterry", the full name being Peter Sterry, a London
minister. See Warfield, The Westminster Assembly and Its
Work, page 37. There was no one named "Henry" in the
Assembly.
The article seems to represent "Erastians" and "Episcopalians" as synonymous or equivalent terms. This is far from
being the case. Not only are these terms diverse in their basic
meanings, but historically Erastianism has not been limited to
the adherents of any one form of church government. There
have been Presbyterians and Independents, as well as Episcopalians, who held an Erastian position with respect to the
relation between the civil magistrate and the church. See Warfield, op. cit., p. 9, note 15; pp. 40-42, notes 78, 79.
The article makes the statement that "with the passing of
the Long Parliament and with the Restoration of the Stuarts,
first Catholicism and thereafter Episcopalianism became dominant." The facts, however, are as follows: with the restoration
of the Stuarts, first Episcopalianism became dominant, and
later Catholicism threatened to become dominant, and this
threat of Catholic tyranny led to the Revolution of 1688 and
the crowning of William and Mary. In 1661 after the enthronement of Charles II, the "Act of Uniformity" was passed. This
was an Episcopalian settlement of the Church of England. As
Catholic influence increased, the "Popish Plot" was discovered
in 1678, resulting in the enactment of the "Papists Disabling
Act" in the same year, which was not repealed until 1828. This
law excluded Roman Catholics from Parliament. In 1685
Charles II became a Roman Catholic on his deathbed. In 1686
Sir Edward Hales, a papist, was appointed to office by James
II under a special dispensation. The increasing menace of
Catholic tyranny was eliminated by the Revolution of 1688.
It is true, as the article states, that the Westminster Shorter
Catechism has been by far the most widely used of the two
Catechisms prepared by the Assembly. The fact that such has
been the case, however, is symbolic of the weakness rather
than the strength of world-wide Presbyterianism, for the
Larger Catechism is a far more thorough and comprehensive
statement of Reformed Doctrine than the famous Shorter Catechism, and the latter has no doubt enjoyed favor partly because
of its brevity. It is worth noting that the Westminster divines
themselves entitled their Larger Catechism "A directory for
catechising such as have made some proficiency in the knowledge of the grounds of religion", whereas they designated the
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Shorter Catechism as "A directory for catechising such as are
weaker capacity". Today the Shorter Catechism, which the
Westminster divines intended as milk for babes, has come to be
regarded as the ultimate in strong meat, even by theological
students and ministers, while the Larger Catechism, which the
Westminster divines intended as "strong meat" or solid food
for mature Christians, is rarely even referred to, far less
studied, which is a great pity. The Larger Catechism is about
five times as long as the Shorter Catechism.
I was somewhat surprised, too, to note, in the article on "The
Schism in the Netherlands", that you call the Protestant Reformation "a schism", and apparently would define a "schism" as
any "ecclesiastical break" or division of one body into two or
more parts. If the Protestant Reformation was "a schism",
then we must be schismatics. Would not the Reformers have
resented such an imputation? My understanding of their position is that they defined schism as an unwarranted separation
from the true Church, while holding that their own separation
from Rome was not schismatic because they held the Church of
Rome to be a false church (Calvin's Institutes, Book IV, Chapters I and II).
Very sincerely yours,
(REv.) JOHANNES G. Vos.
EDITORIAL COMMENT
We thank our alert subscriber-correspondent from Kansas
for a number of pertinent corrections and interesting additions
suggested for our "Short Quiz" on the Westminster Assembly
placed in the June-July issue. However, the first suggestion can
hardly be accepted as a correction. The title of Samuel Rutherford's book was given correctly with "Presbyteries" in the
plural-not the singular. Whatever our correspondent may refer to, we were speaking of his work with the following title,
copy of which we have in our own library: "The Due Right of
Presbyteries, or, A Peaceable Plea for the Government of the
Church of Scotland . . . By Samuel Rutherford, Professor of
Divinity at Saint Andrewes •.. London, Printed by E. Griffin,
for Richard Whittaker, and Andrew Crook and are to be sold
at their Shops in Pauls Church-Yard, 1644."
Our correspondent's surprise that the editor should have called
the Protestant Reformation a schism, appears to rest upon a
misunderstanding. The word schism is, of course, properly used
as designating an unjustifiable break with the existing church.
Those participating in such a schism are then called- "schismatics" and we are all agreed that this term carries with it the
opprobrium of him who so uses it. In that sense neither
we nor our correspondent would speak of the Protestant Reformation as a schism. But the term was used in the editorial
without such implication. In fact, in the context nothing else
was very well possible, just because we were speaking of the
question whether a "schism" was justifiable or not. In that connection the term was obviously used in a neutral sense. This
would also appear to the observant reader from the characterization given of the term, viz., "a break with the mother church".
The editorial hence did not characterize the Protestant Reformation as a schism in the sense ascribed to it by our correspondent, but did do so in the sense in which the term schism was
properly defined in the context.
Once more, we thank the Rev. Mr. Vos for the corrections
made and for the interesting additional information furnished.

APPRECIATIONS
Edgerton, Minn.,
Sept. 11, 1946.

Dear Dr. Bouma:
Just received the Aug.-Sept. issue of THE CALVIN FORUM.
While reading your editorial on "The Third American Calvinistic Conference", I once again feasted on the intellectual victuals. I very much enjoyed reading Dr. Bergsma's article, "A
Physician Meditates on Human Suffering". The thought occurred to me that this particular article deserves wider distriTHE CALVIN FORUM
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bution. Would it be possible for the Calvinistic Action Committee to provide ways and means to reprint this article in the
form of a small pamphlet? I believe Calvinism must let its light
shine upon the field of mercy as well as upon the field of education and missions. Wishing you God's blessings, I remain,
Cordially yours,
JOHN EHLERS.

* * * * *

Perth Amboy, N. J.,
Sept. 16, 1946.

Dear Dr. Bouma:
The recent number of THE FORUM is admirable. Your account of the Conference is as inspired as the Conference was,
and Dr. Bergsma's meditation is superb.••• Interest in future Calvinistic conferences is finally aroused, and if the Lord
gives us a next time, I expect a larger Hungarian contingent
to be present.
Sincerely,
CHARLES VINCZE.

* * * * *

Sept. 26, 1946.
NEW BRUNSWICK THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
CHURCH HISTORY
My dear Dr. Bouma:
Let me thank you for your splendid editorial in the last
number of THE CALVIN FORUM. It was my pleasure to welcome
here the delegation from the Netherlands. They spoke very
highly of all the kindness which they had received in Grand
Rapids. In the course of your editorial you mention that the
various addresses delivered in connection with the conference
will probably be published. In that event, will you see to it
that I get a copy?
Sincerely yours,
M. J. HOFFMAN.
[EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT: Steps are being taken to have the
addresses published in book form.]

I have subscribed to THE CALVIN FORUM for a year now, and
I can truthfully say that its stimulating articles and editorials
have been to my spiritual benefit and have given me a more profound appreciation of the Reformed Faith.
Houston, B. C., Canada.
JOHN VRIEND.

* * * * *
Your magazine is "tops".
Ill.

B. VAN SoMEREN, South Holland,

* * * * *
You are doing a fine piece of work in a high type of Christian literature and witnessing.
JOHN M. VANDEKIEFT.

* * * * *

Raleigh, N. C.
This magazine is a very welcome visitor to our home every
month. May God bless you richly and cause THE CALVIN
FORUM to flourish.
c. A. FABER.
Grand Rapids, Mich.

* * * * *
A wonderful paper for Chri!:itians who still like to think.
Carry on!
Ripon, Calif.
T. HOEK.

* * * * *
Keep up the good work! GEORGE J. BROODMAN.
Grand Rapids, Mich.

* * * * *
We always enjoy reading THE FORUM, especially the editorials and the news of the progress of Calvinism in other lands.
C. MARING.
Momence, III.

~@_==L=e=t=te=r=s=a=n~d==R=e=p=o=rt=s==~~
A NETHERLANDS LETTER
Groningen,
August 3, 1946.

Dear Dr. Bouma and all FORUM Readers I
'f is more than time for me to write. You will understand
that my labors in this new field of mine were so pressing
that there was no time for correspondence. But I gladly devote the first free afternoon I have had in months to this
pleasant task to resume my correspondence with all of you.
I hardly know where to begin. There are so many subjects
pressing that I can hardly make a choice. Possibly the older
brethren and sisters will be interested to know that recently I
preached a Sunday in the village of Ulrum, the hearthstone of
the Secession, and that I then of course availed myself of the
opportunity to visit the church of Hendrik de Cock. I visited
the manse, mounted his pulpit, and scrutinized the historic old
little church in which he around the thirties of the previous century restored to the church the pure Gospel. What thoughts
crowd in upon one's soul at such a time! At that time the only
cure for the diluted doctrine and the chaotic conditions in the
national church was found in radical Calvinism. Also today
this thoroughly biblical Calvinistic testimony is the greatest
need in your country and mine, and everywhere.
My heart beats faster when I call to mind that by means of
this correspondence I am in living contact with a large group
of people scattered over the globe in every direction who are
bound together in the fellowship of the same blessed truths.
And my prayer involuntarily ascends to God that it may please
Him to bring about a mighty revival of this consistent discipleship in obedience to our Savior and Lord I We are witnessing
the collapse of every human philosophy of life in this new day,
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overshadowed as we are by the discovery of atomic power. The
men of science and the leaders of the nations confess to a crying need for a new grip on life. And where is such a grip to
be found except in the old, but ever new Calvinism? But then
it is also necessary that young men be found who offer to devote
all their energies to such a task as this.
For some time now we are again suffering from a shortage
of ministers and ministers-to-be. In recent years we heard repeatedly of an over supply, but that day is past. How did this
come about, you ask? There are various factors entering into
the situation. First, many ministers have been killed by the
enemy during the years of the war. Second, the number of
theological candidates of recent years has been very small, since
practically all youth were compelled to be in hiding ("dive under"). Thirdly, at once after the liberation many have been called
into the chaplaincy of our revived army and resuscitated navy.
Fourthly, many hands are called to go to the East Indies, both
for the army and for the cause of missions. Fifthly, a number
of (especially young) ministers joined the Schilder-schism, perhaps about one hundred. Then also new ministers had to be
called in those churches which lost their minister with part of
the congregation. Sixthly, there is a steady loss by reason of
superannuation. Then lastly there is a steady call of ministers
into special branches of service, such as evangelization, hospital
pastorates, the spiritual care of men in N.S.B. camps, etc. In
this way you can understand· why we are suddenly facing an
unheard-of shortage of ministers.
Add to this the fact that many large churches have for
some time been getting along with too small a number of ministers, i.e. that the number of sheep entrusted to the spiritual
care of each minister is in many cases altogether too high, and
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you will realize the difficulties which we as churches are facing
on this score, and will face for some years to come. The number
of students in theology is comparatively small as compared with
previous years. Is there possibly less enthusiasm for theology?
Is there a decline apparent in love for the church and for the
ministry? Is there uncertainty about the right of existence of
the Reformed Churches? At times it looks that way. On the
other hand, I can tell you that the little groups which do exist
and have not been drawn aside into the schism, are young men
of real principle. Controversies of long standing, as for instance that bearing on the Theological School, are now past.
The atmosphere.has as it were been cleared. After much negative effort, there is a new beginning to labor on a constructive
task.
You ask what did the appeal-Synod of Utrecht (Spring of
1946) accomplish with its new declaration and its appointment
of a commission for possible reunion? For one thing it has
brought about the sudden ending of schismatic action. Moreover, many office-bearers who seemed to be uncertain and at a
loss are now again resuming their labors with new devotion
and have dismissed all thoughts of schismatic action. Then
also a schismatic congregation (Diever, in the province of
Drenthe) returned almost completely to the fold. Then also it
may be said that many are seeking to find the way back. The
synod of the Schilder group, which met in the city of Gronin-gen this summer, has spoken many bold words, but has not
dared to refuse entirely the hand of reconciliation extended on
our part. It appointed delegates to enter into negotiations with
ours on the matter of possible reunion. However, these delegates were not permitted by Synod to speak-only to writeon reunion. Although this is a distinct disappointment for us,
we are happy that we have not been turned down completely.
May the Holy Spirit take such control of all hearts and pens,
that the terrible schism may some day be healed. May you
join us in prayer to this end before the throne of our God!
Turning to another subject, you will be interested to know
that our present cabinet is headed by a Roman Catholic. His
name is Beel, and his cabinet consists partly of Roman Catholics, partly of adherents of the Labor Party. This Labor
Party is an augmented red party in our country, which made
its claims after the liberation and has in a sense taken the
place of the former Marxistic S.D.A.P. ("Sociaal-Democratische
Arbeidspartij"). The Communists have made gains, because
their forces were increased by all those who were dissatisfied
with the changes effected in the old Socialistic-Marxistic group.
That is, the left wing of these Socialists joined the Communists. How important for all Christians to stand shoulder to
shoulder in the struggle against the rising tide of unbelief in
our beloved country!
Now I must close. Best wishes to all of you. May God make
each one of us .faithful at our post and fruitful in His glorious
service.
Yours,
P. PRINS.
H. W. Mesdagplein 2, Groningen.

AMERICAN SCIENTIFIC AFFILIATION
First National Convention
MERICAN men of science are often men who have either
given up the religion and faith of their fathers .or
have modified their religious beliefs to fit present-day
interpretations of scientific facts. They are evolutionists rather
than creationists. If they are religious, they are liberal rather
than orthodox.
Although this may be said of men of science in general, it is
by no means true of all. There are scattered throughout our
land men of scientific training who still believe in "the whole
Bible as originally given as the inspired Word of God, the only
unerring guide of faith and conduct. They cannot conceive of
discrepancies between statements in the Bible and the real facts
of· science". Accordingly, some of them have banded themselves
together into an organization known as the American Scientific
Affiliation, whose object is:
"1. To integrate and organize the efforts of many individuals
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desiring to correlate the facts of science and the Holy
Scriptures.
"2. To promote and encourage the study of the relationship
between the facts of science and the Holy Scriptures.
"3. To promote the dissemination of the results of such
studies."
Although the activities of this group were started in September 1940, nearly all of its work up to this time has been
done by correspondence. National meetings were prohibited because of the war. It was only last month, August 28, 29 and 30,
that the first nationwide convention of the Affiliation was held
at Wheaton College, Wheaton, Illinois. These days were filled
with a busy program of papers, addresses, and discussions. It
was a great disappointment to all that Mr. F. Alton Everest,
E.E., the guiding spirit and energetic president of the organization, could not be present because of illness. At the opening
session the following excerpt from his letter was read: "My
natural self rebelled last night upon learning that I had contracted the mumps. The Lord's wisdom is beyond ours, and
apparently He has reasons for conducting the ASA convention without my feeble help." Since Mr. Everest had done
most of the preparatory work, this message came as a shock to
the other officers and members. In spite of this initial disappointment the work of the convention went on smoothly due in
no small measure to the splendid work of the secretary, Dr.
Marion D. Barnes, and the vice-president, Dr. Allan A. MacRae.
A great part of the success of the convention may also be
ascribed to the local committee headed by Dr. Russell L. Mixter
who entertained their guests with the friendly Christian spirit
of Wheaton College.
Altogether some thirty members and friends were present at
the regular sessions. The evening sessions which were open to
the public were well attended by the Wheaton folk.
It would be quite impossible to give a synopsis of the papers
and addresses in this brief report. Suffice it to give here some
of the thought-provoking titles of papers read before the meeting: "Alleged Confirmations of Scripture That Have Not
Stood the Test-A Word of Caution"; "The Longevity of the
Antediluvians"; "The Limits of Selection"; "Unsolved Problems of Evolution"; "The 'Kind' of Genesis and the 'Kind'
of Geology". There were eleven papers in all, most of which
were provocative of enlightening discussion. The same may be
said of the round table discussions on the topics: "The Value
of the Argument from Design and Purpose in Nature" and
"The Extent of Changes of Species Since Creation".
Evening lectures were given by Dr. Paul R. Bauman and
Dr. MacRae. The former gave an illustrated lecture on "The
Plagues of Egypt in the Light of Archaeology'', while the latter spoke on "Bible Archaeology". Both lecturers emphasized
the value of the study of archaeology and told how it has in
many instances corroborated scriptural statements and events
that have in the past been criticized and doubted.
Another high spot on the program was an address by Dr. C.
Van Ti! of Westminster Seminary who spoke on "Epistemological Assumptions of Some Scientists". Mr. Van Ti! was a guest
speaker and his paper elicited much interest and discussion.
At the business sessions much time was devoted to the discussion of future aims and methods of work, to the publication
of a Journal, and to the publication of "The Science Symposium", a student handbook of science in which various fields
of science are considered from a Christian point of view. This
symposium, which will soon be published, is the first tangible
evidence of the existence of the American Scientific Affiliation.
The convention at Wheaton has brought this group closer together. It has stimulated interest in a common cause. When· the
members separated it was with a desire for closer contact and
greater cooperation as well as with a prayer that God might use
this organization to shed light in various scientific fields and
to help perplexed students remain steadfast to their faith in
God and His Word.
EDWIN

Y.

MONSMA.

Department of Organic Science, Calvin College.
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NA'l'IONAL UNION OF CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS
1307 Logan St., S.E.,
Grand Rapids, Michigan,
September 20, 1946.

Dear Dr. Bouma:
AM happy to accept the invitation to function as correspondent from the Christian School Front. We will miss our former correspondent, Dr. Louis Bolt. In the current issue of
the Christian Home and School Magazine Mr. Bolt was aptly
characterized as a "man of vision, a Christian educator with
worthy ideals, an ardent promoter of the cause of Christian
education." For the past twenty-four years he served the
Rochester (New York) Christian school as principal.

I

The twenty-sixth annual convention of the National Union
of Christian Schools was held at Pella, Iowa, on August 21
and 22. In his report as secretary of the National Union,
Nicholas Yff gave a general survey of the past year's activities
and presented a preview of a proposed program for the future.
He gave the highly encouraging information that under God's
blessing the Union's activity has become so extensive that expansion in the Union office is becoming imperative. Both housing and staff are inadequate to permit the Union to provide its
potential services.
The work of the Committee on Education received considerable attention. The report made mention of extensive activity
in the preparation of educational materials. A General Course
of Study for Christian Elementary Schools now exists in manuscript form and awaits final editing and publication. The same
is true of a manuscript for A History of the Christian Church
written by B. K. Kuiper. Other educational materials and textbooks have reached or are approaching the same stage of
preparation. The Union at present has neither the staff nor
the facilities for editing and publishing educational materials
on an extensive scale. This was one of the considerations which
prompted the Board of the Union to recommend the appointment of an educational secretary. This recommendation received the unanimous and whole-hearted approval of the convention delegates. Your correspondent has been appointed to
this highly important and challenging position.
From Mr. Fakkema's report many for the first time learned
of the extensive activity of the General Secretary. During the
past year Mr. Fakkema gave a total of 108 public lectures which
reached a collective audience of over 10,000, besides speaking
to fifty pupil groups and speaking on the radio eleven times.
The literature distributed included about 8,000 copies of the
Christian School Annual, in excess of 30,000 copies of the President's Annual Message, and thousands of copies of various other
pieces of literature of a promotional or educational nature.
The activity of the Union reaches far beyond the limits of
our traditional Christian School circles. About half of the
speaking engagements were in communities previously unfamiliar with the Christian School system. Thousands of booklets
and circulars went to similar groups. Christian Schools are
being established in unprecedented numbers in circles outside
of those of Holland extraction. The National Union of Christian Schools is rapidly becoming the rallying point for those
who desire consistently Christian education for their childrenin the home, in the church, and in the day school. In its many
courageous decisions the convention revealed itself ready to
grasp this God-given opportunity for service.
The convention went on record as favoring the formation of
an overall organization embracing all Christian School organizations which proceed from private parental initiative. This
would serve as an organization in the field of education comparable to the National Association of Evangelicals in the
church world.
A budget of over $20,000 was approved for the coming fiscal
year. This is indeed a far cry from the limited budget under
which the Union operated during the early years of its exisTHE CALVIN FORUM
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tence. The faith and vision of the founders of the Union has
been vindicated!
The program of sectional meetings in the form of educational
clinics was an innovation. Four clinics were held, designed to
serve the particular needs and interests of (1) Board members,
(2) Principals, (3) Teachers, and (4) Pastors. Among the
problems receiving attention were: (1) The advisability of establishing Mission schools, (2) The problem of recruiting and
selecting teachers, (3) The relation of the principal to his constituency, his board, his faculty, and his pupils, (4) How to
guarantee Christian School distinctiveness. These are indeed
statements of significant problems, worthy of the most careful study.
President Henry Schultze of Calvin College, Grand Rapids,
Michigan, the retiring president of the Union, delivered the
annual message at the opening session of the Convention. He
spoke on "The Problem of Teacher Shortage". President
Schultze considered a policy of recruitment the best means
of solving the problem of teacher shortage in the Christian
School. Said he, "Ideals of the profession must be inculcated
in the minds of the child during or even before the high school
period of life. . . . Parents must be utilized for the purpose
of instilling educational ideals into the minds of the young girls
and boys. Teachers themselves should be on the constant lookout for promising materials and present the ideals of teaching
in a Christian School with contagious enthusiasm".
An outstanding feature of the convention was the address by
Dr. L. R. Marston, bishop of the Free Methodist Church. Dr.
Marston spoke to a capacity audience on the subject, "Tell It
To the Generations Following". The following two paragraphs
from Dr. Marston's address are particularly significant:
"The divorce of Christian instruction from general education
in the public schools and its isolation in Sunday School or
weekly day periods, however helpful in the absence of adequate
provisions, will not suffice to build moral character, much less
truly Christian personality.
"Not only is such Christian education inadequate in extent,
but it threatens violence both to the value of religion and the
nature of the child. The philosophy of the Christian day school
is sound and no other plan of Christian education so adequately
answers the urgency of the present educational crisis."
The convention was brought to a fitting close with a stirring
message by the Rev. Spencer De Jong, pastor of Immanuel
Reformed Church of Chicago. The subject of his address was,
"Dare We Be Christian In Our Education?" He gave testimony
to the blessing that the Christian School had been in the training of his children. He made an appeal for a united stand of
evangelical churches of different denominations in promoting
the Christian School.
I agree most heartily with the resolutions committee which
characterized the 1946 convention as "the largest, most instructive, and inspiring convention in the entire twenty-six year history of our National Christian School movement." May God's
richest blessings rest upon the Christian School movement, and
may it be a powerful force for the extension of His Kingdom.
h
Cordially,
CORNELIUS ZYLSTRA.

A CALVINISTIC YOUTH MOVEMENT
if-IE third week of August was an important week in the
history of the Calvinistic youth movement. The annual
convention of the American Federation of Reformed
Young Men's Societies was held in Grand Rapids, Mich. It was
the twenty-third gathering of its kind and also the first after
the war. The previous convention had been held in Sheboygan,
Wisconsin, in 1941. During the war the majority of the members served in the armed forces of the country. This and other
restrictions made the holding of a national convention impossible.
The American Federation of Reformed Young Men's Societies
was organized in 1919 by a group of young men vitally inter55

ested in the welfare of such
represented various groups
adopted a constitution and
monthly paper known as The

organizations. These young men
throughout the country. They
arranged for publication of a
Young Calvinist.

Since then the movement has enjoyed a steady growth, and
now young men's societies have been organized in almost all
Christian Reformed Churches and in some other Reformed
churches as well. The societies locally are organized in leagues
and are represented on the Board of the Federation by men of
their own choosing.
In distinction from all other organizations and agencies operating in the church the young men's society is conceived as a
voluntary club for the independent study of the Word of God
and of the Reformed principles and their application in church,
society and state. The primary aim of the society is to train
young men for their task in these various spheres of life. Great
emphasis is placed on the formative element in the period of
youth.
Membership in the societies is open to all young men of the
church. Usually young men join the society when they reach
·the age of sixteen and continue their membership until they
get married.
The societies meet once each week. The first part of the
meeting is devoted to a systematic study of the Word of God.
In this study they follow the outlines published in The Young
Calvinist. Usually one of the members introduces the topic,
after which a general discussion follows in which all members
are urged to participate. The value of this particular method
is great. The purpose of it is to aid the members in acquiring
a more thorough knowledge of the Bible and in obtaining the
facility to express their opinions intelligently.
The remaining time is spent in studying and discussing problems of the day in the light of Reformed principles. Such problems as relate to the church, the state and the community are
considered and studied. In many instances this training has
resulted in giving the members a clear understanding of the
task of the Christian in life, and also has led them to participate in Christian activity. Consequently the value of these societies is keenly realized by leaders in Calvinistic action.
In the growth and strengthening of the Federation the
monthly paper, The Young Calvinist, has played an important
part. The first issue appeared January 1920. Since then the
paper has reached the subscribers regularly each month. It is
a well-edited and attractive looking periodical. It contains outlines for Bible study at present supplied by the president of
Calvin College. In addition it presents the readers with informative and instructive articles dealing with problems of the
day in the light of Calvinistic principles. It supplies materials
and suggestions for society programs and publishes news concerning youth activities. At present it is jointly published by
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the organizations of Reformed young men and Reformed young
women.
During the war the Federation kept in touch with its members serving in the armed forces of the country. It accomplished
this by sending them free of charge The Young Calvinist and
by carrying on an extensive private correspondence. Since the
same service was rendered to a number of members of other
Reformed Churches, the total number thus benefited reached
13,000, and even now there are approximately 3,000 young people
who receive this service. The Young Calvinist became the unifying force in all activities carried on for the benefit of Reformed
servicemen and women"' It kept the folks at home informed regarding religious activities in which these young people participated. It aided in the formation of Young Calvinist Clubs
in camps at home and centers .abroad. By publishing many
letters from those in the services it strengthened the faith and
the courage of many.
Many of those who benefited during the war were present at
the recently held convention. They returned with the determination to carry on at home many of the religious activities in
which they had participated during the war. In their association with others their convictions had been strengthened. They
had learned to see the great need for Christian youth activity.
At the convention in Grand Rapids plans for future activity
were considered. The Federation is ready to launch a great
program for a Calvinistic youth movement. The appointment
of a full-time Federation Director was heartily approved and
endorsed. The idealism of the delegates was· something wonderfully inspiring to behold.
The regular sessions of the convention were held in the
Neland Ave. Christian Reformed Church. At these sessions the
delegates had the opportunity to listen to a number of leading
men who challenged them to follow Christ in all their activities.
The discussions following gave evidence of a gratifying seriousness and determination on the part of young people.
The climaxing event of the convention was the huge mass
meeting in the Civic Auditorium. Senator Arthur H. V~nden
berg gave a farewell message prior to his departure for the
Peace Conference at Paris. Dr. Aalders of The Netherlands
conveyed the greetings of the young Calvinists of Holland, and
Dr. H. G. Stoker spoke for the young Calvinists of South
Africa. The newly-appointed radio minister of the Christian
Reformed Church, the Rev. Peter Eldersveld, delivered a message on "Peace, But Not Appeasement". The thousands of
young Calvinists met in the Civic Auditorium that evening presented an inspiring sight.
Readers of THE CALVIN FORUM are vitally interested in this
Calvinistic youth movement. Their inquiries will be heartily
welcomed. Headquarters of the Federation are located at 206
Transportation Building, Grand Rapids 2, Mich.
RICHARD POSTMA.
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